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A glimpse of Grandfather’s Legacy………… 
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In February 2018 my mother’s cousin Sherene Vakil, gave me a large 

envelope filled with photographs, newspaper cuttings and 

memorabilia pertaining to my grandfather, Mr. JA Lalkaka. It had 

been given to Neville her husband, by my mother so after his demise, 

Sherene very kindly passed the package on to me. 

Most of the photographs are of portraits painted by grandfather, but 

what I have is just a small sample of his entire life’s work. He was a 

prolific and highly sought-after artist and unfortunately there is no 

complete record of his paintings. Some of the newspaper articles that 

were in the package are not readable, I have scanned those that are, 

and included them in this book.   

Jehangir Ardeshir Lalkaka was born on the 1st of January 1884 in the 

city of Ahmadabad, India. 

I remember my grandfather being a soft spoken, kind and gentle man. 

My sister Shehernavaz was born on his birthday and delighted in 

introducing him as her twin.  

Jehangir Lalkaka began his artistic training in 1903 at the J J School 

of Art in Bombay and studied under the tutelage of the famous artist 

Cecil Leonard Burns who was the Principal there at the time.  

Founded in 1857 the J J School of Art was named after Sir Jamsetji 

Jeejeebhoy, a businessman and philanthropist who donated large sums 

of money to the running of the school. In 1866, Lockwood Kipling 

became the first dean of the school and his son Rudyard Kipling was 

born on campus. In 1929 Jehangir Lalkaka was appointed as the first 

Indian Deputy Director of the J J School of Art. 

Jehangirji’s grandfather Sir Nowroji Pestonji Vakil, felt it was 

important that his grandson be exposed to the Art of Europe and 

England, so he arranged for the young man to continue his artistic 

training overseas.  

“In 1908 he attended the St John’s Wood and Westminister Art schools, 

both seen as preparatory institutions to gain admittance to the Royal 

Academy Schools. He also spent some time in Paris. In 1913, Lalkaka 

returned to India and set up his own studio in Bombay. He painted 



mainly portraits which were popular with the governing elite. 

Lalkaka’s work was supported by Viceroys Irwin and Willingdon in 

particular. 

In 1929, it was decided that the Viceroy’s Palace (now Rashrapati 

Bhavan) in New Delhi should be decorated with paintings and an 

exhibition was held of 1,500 works of art by 200 artists. Edwin 

Lutyens, the architect, in consultation with the Viceroy chose Lalkaka 

from this exhibition, along with Atul Bose, to travel to England to 

paint royal portraits. Lalkaka’s portrait of George V was particularly 

prized. He returned to India in 1931 and was honoured by a reception 

given by the Art Society of India.” The Open University – Making Britain – 

Discover how South Asians shaped the Nation, 1870-1950. 

 

Grandfather fell in love and married Tehmina Kharas and they had 

three children, Cavas, Sarosh and my beloved mother Roshan. She 

loved her father fiercely and spent most of her time in his studio. He 

indulged her and was her refuge from Tehmina, her mother, who was 

very stern and strict with her! 

Mr. JA Lalkaka was one of India’s most prolific and highly respected 

portrait painters of his time. In addition to the numerous commissions 

from the Government and the English aristocracy living in India, he 

also had the patronage of the Indian rulers and rajas and many of his 

paintings probably still adorn the old palaces and princely estates.  

Our grandparents chose Bangalore for their retirement and every 

year during the summer months, we the grandchildren, were packed 

off on the train to spend our school holidays with them in their 

beautiful bungalow there. Our cousins Kaikoo, Cyrus and Anahit 

would sometimes join us.  

When Grandpa was struck down with Parkinson’s and needed help, 

our grandparents left Bangalore and moved to Bombay to be closer to 

their children.  Grandpa spent his last days with us in our home in 

Nepean Sea Road where he quietly suffered the indignities of his 

illness. Towards the end of his life he was bed-ridden and lovingly 

taken care of by his daughter Roshan and his grandson, my brother 

Kershasp. He passed away peacefully on the 24th of May 1967. 

http://www.open.ac.uk/researchprojects/makingbritain/content/edwin-lutyens
http://www.open.ac.uk/researchprojects/makingbritain/content/edwin-lutyens
http://www.open.ac.uk/researchprojects/makingbritain/content/atul-bose


I have digitised and reproduced everything I found within the 

package Sherene handed me. Of the photos only a few were captioned, 

the rest must be enjoyed for their artistic brilliance and not for whom 

they represent. 

For those of us who have Grandpa’s portraits adorning the walls in 

our homes, we are fortunate. For anyone else who would like to view 

his work there are several portraits in the Museum of Modern Art 

and at the Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi. They also hang on the 

walls of Nowroji Hall in Ahmedabad. Nowroji Hall was the official 

residence of Sir Nowroji Pestonji Vakil the Founder of our family and 

Jehangir’s grandfather. Three of his daughters married Lalkakas; 

Pirojbai was our grandpa’s mother.  

Jehangir Lalkaka’s illustrious legacy is immortalized in his portraits 

and his paintings, a few of which you can enjoy within the pages of 

this book.  

Hootoksi Tyabji – December 2018 

 

 

 

 

1937 

Jehangir Lalkaka’s Family with 

Toby the much loved third son! 

 

 

 

 



Article on Jehangir Lalkaka in the Parsiana Magazine May 1996 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pirojbai Ardeshir Lalkaka. Mother of the 

artist Jehangir Lalkaka. 

Charcoal sketch of Pirojbai Lalkaka. 

Original with grandson Kershasp 

Pundole 

Tehmina Lalkaka, wife of the artist. The 

portrait was painted on their 3rd wedding 

anniversary. The original is with grandson 

Kaikoo Lalkaka 

Charcoal sketch of Tehmina 

Lalkaka. Original with grandson 

Kershasp Pundole 



 

The artist and his daughter Roshan – Painted in 1940 

The Original painting is in the art collection of Raja Sahib of Aundh 

 

 

 

Sarosh Lalkaka Son of the Artist  

Original portrait with Mr 

Mehernosh Khajotia  

Roshan Pundole-Daughter of the Artist 

Original with Grandaughter Hootoksi Tyabji 



 

Jehangir Lalkaka’s sons Sarosh and Cavas 

Original Portrait with grandson Cyrus Lalkaka 

 

Zoroastrian Prophet Zarathustra 

Original with grandson Kershasp Pundole 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

In 1930 grandpa was one of two artists selected by the Government of India to travel 

to England and paint copies of portraits of His Majesty King George and Queen 

Alexander. He worked in Buckingham Palace and at Windsor Castle where the 

original portraits hung.  

During this time there was a very disparaging guard who came in every morning 

and evening to let grandfather into the palace and he never failed to chide his work 

and criticise it. He often said, “your work is terrible and looks nothing like the 

original” On the last day when the portrait was finished grandpa switched it with 

the original so that when the guard came in and began his tirade of complaints, he 

very softly remarked “my dear man, you are criticising the original. My work is to 

the left of it” the guard turned red in the face and walked out without locking the 

palace door! 

Grandfathers portraits were 9ft high and were transported to Delhi where they 

were hung in Government House. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

At work in Buckingham Palace 1930 
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Letter from the Viceroy of India. 

 

 

 

 



The artist’s studio 

In 1930 on grandpa’s return from England he rented a studio space in a building 

overlooking the sea on Chowpatty from Mrs Tahira Tyabji. Neither of them could 

have imagened that 40 years later, his granddaughter Hootoksi would marry her 

grandson Robert   

 

 

 



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“I have much pleasure in showing in this Exhibition some of my water-colour 

sketches of Bombay the beautiful and some hill resorts in India. Some of the Bombay 

roads and gardens are so colourful in Summer months that artists can hardly resist 

painting them. 

From my serious work of professional portrait painting I invariably turn to water-

colour sketching for relaxation and for the sheer joy of doing it. It is such a 

fascinating medium” Jehangir Lalkaka  

 

 

 



 

 

Government House Garden, Poona 1926 

 



 

 



 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

Mrs Mithan Lam, Sheriff of Bombay opening an Art Exhibition of paintings by Mr 

J A Lalkaka on 17th January 1947  

 

 

 

 

 

Fruit Pickers 

Original painting with Grandaughter Shehernavaz Pundole 



 

The Maid of all work 

 

 

The Potter 

Original Painting with granddaughter Hootoksi Tyabji 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rajasthani Women 

Original with Grandaughter 

Hootoksi Tyabji 

 

Mother & Child- 
Original with grandaughter Hootoksi Tyabji 
 

The White Horse 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Musician 

The Mendicant  

Original with Mrs Roshan Colah 

 

 

 

A Tribal Man 



Reviews of Art  Exhibition 

 

 

 



 



 

Portrait in Progress………… 

 

The completed Portrait of Sr Winston Churchill 

 



 



  

Sir Leslie Wilson 

Governor of Bombay 



Sir Leslie Wilson and his wife Mrs Wilson – Governor of Bombay 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mahatma Gandhi 

Original with granddaughter 

Shehernavaz Pundole 

 

 

 

Gandhiji, Father of Our Nation 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Work in Progress………………. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dadabhai Naoroji 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Dr Dadabhai Naoroji – Picture Unveiled in Parliament-Times of India 

New Delhi, Saturday March 14 1954 – The Portrait of Dadabhai Naoroji, the man 

who gave Indians the message of Swaraj, was unveiled by the Speaker Mr G V 

Mavalankar, in the Central Hall of Parliament today. The portrait had been 

presented to Parliament on behalf of the Parsi Community by Mr Naoroji Wadia, 

Vice-Chancellor of Bombay University. Present at the ceremony included Vice-

President Dr RadhaKrishnan, members of Parliament and Dadabhai Naoroji’s 

grandson K.A.O Raoji. The portrait was painted by a Parsi artist, Mr J A 

Lalkaka.Speaking on the occasion Mr Mavalankar referred to the need for 

decorating Parliament House with pictures and paintings depicting the history of 

India’s culture and all aspects of her social, religious, cultural and economic life 

and her struggles for independence. Mr Mavalankar spoke highly of the role 

Dadabhai Naoroji had played in the struggle for freedom and said “it is but 

natural and proper that we always try to keep green the memory of those whom 

we have followed and succeeded and pay homage to the founders of our 

national life today. As time passed on, we and the succeeding generations are 

apt to forget as to who led our struggle for national existence and who laid deep 

the foundations of our national life and in our ignorance and vanity, we might 

feel that the achievement we see today is entirely our own creation. It is, 

therefore, very essential that every one of us remembers that we stand firm 

because of the foundations of the old; and as an aid to our memory, have before 

our eyes the pictures of those who have left their footprints on our march to 

Swaraj. It is they who had inspired us to our efforts and kindled in our hearts the 

desire for freedom. The memory of their examples will keep us in a steadfast 

manner to the ideals of service to our people. It is, therefore, necessary to have, 

constantly before our eyes, these beacon lights, reminding us of the course of 

our path to the present state and of our responsibilities to future generations.” 

 

    



 

The Grand Old Man Dadabhai Naoroji 

Original at the Rashtrapati Bhavan, New Delhi  



Zoroastrian Priests 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mr J A Lalkaka stayed in the Lumley Bedroom in Govermnemt 

House, New Delhi, for a month while he was painting a portrait of Dr 

Rajendra Prasad, President of India. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

Portraits in the Making …………………… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

TRADITIONAL PORTRAITS 
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TRADITIONAL P0ORTRAITS 
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TRADITIONAL PORTRAITS 
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TRADITIONAL PORTRAITS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dorabji Tata 

Dr Rajendra Prasad 
Oswald Birley 



TRADITIONAL PORTRAITS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sir Chimanlal Setalvad 

Mrs Setalvad 

Madame De Laqlo Sir Nowroji Seklatwala 



TRADITIONAL PORTRAITS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TRADITIONAL PORTRAITS 

  

John Inverarity-Barrister 

Jamshedji Kharas – 

Tehmina’s father 



Sir James Sifton 

 

 

 

  



TESTIMONIALS 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

  



 

 


